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The challenge

“We would like to learn more about anything you may have to share about household formation
and/or dissolution patterns or changes in household structures in Denmark, or your insights about

challenges in how to define households, when a household could be considered “born” and when
it “dies”? “

My attempt at an answer: Households from a historical demographic perspective

* Household as an analytical category in historical demography
« Challenges in studying household formation and dissolution through historical sources
+ Some empirical insights into household formation from our individual level data.
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1. What is a household?

Denmark

Persons resident at the same address, irrespective of family ties. Thus a household may
comprise more than one family. (Statistics Denmark).
https://www.dst.dk/en/Statistik/emner/borgere/husstande-og-familieforhold/husstande-og-
familier

UK

"household" is (current definition, from 2011) one person living alone, or a group of people
(not necessarily related) living at the same address who share cooking facilities and share a
living room, sitting room or dining area. A household can consist of a single family, more than
one family or no families in the case of a group of unrelated people.
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/families/
articles/familiesandhouseholdsstatisticsexplained/2021-03-02#families-and-households-
definitions

UN

The household, defined as a group of persons who make common provision of food, shelter
and other essentials for living, is a fundamental socio-economic unit in human societies.
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3799696/files/household_size_and_composition_around_th

e_world_2017_data_booklet.pdf
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Historical households

The concept

- Used but with no specific definition

- Involve co-residence

- Tied to economic activity (a farm, a house, a manor, a workshop)

- Dependent on a head of household

- More focus on families: "coresiding kin who participate in a single domestic economy” (Skinner 1997)

Analysing families and households from historical individual-level data

- Cross sectional sources: Early focus on average household size and household composition.
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Mean household size in England, 1564-1921

1564 1614 1664 1714 1764 1814 1864 1914

Laslett 1972, Tab. 4.4

Denmark: ~4
(Johansen 2002)
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Some examples of family types

Solitaries
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No family
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Limitations of household/family approaches based on households/families
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Percent of persons age 65 or more residing
with children and grandchildren
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Figure 1

Measures of three-generation families in the United States, 1880-1950.
Source: IPUMS (2011).

(Ruggles 2012)
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Historical households

The concept

- Lack of a specific definition in many cases

- Involve co-residence

- Tied to economic activity (a farm, a house, a manor, a workshop)

- Dependent on a head of household

- More focus on families: "coresiding kin who participate in a single domestic economy” (Skinner 1997)

Analysing families and households from historical individual-level data
- Cross sectional sources: Early focus on average household size and household composition.
- Limitations of family approach to household formation

- Longitudinal individual level data: new possibilities
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New large-scale historical individual level datasets

Overview and Comparison of 84 Databases with
Historical Population Longitudinal Micro Data

By Kees Mandemakers

To cite this article: Mandemakers, K. (2025). Overview and Comparison of 84 Databases with Historical Populal
Longitudinal Micro Data. Historical Life Course Studies, 15, 281-321. https://doi.org/10.52024/hlcs21660
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Brug for hjeelp?

Rigsarkivet link-lives Skriv til data@sa.dk og fa hjeslp til at
» N S p—

» forsté det, du har fundat

Sggeresultater » Link-Lives release 2

Aflevering 14001 Forskningsdata

Link-Lives release 2 (1787-1921)

Skabt af 2

Rigsarkivet (2019-2024), Kgbenhavns Stadsarkiv (2019-2024),
Kgbenhavns Universitet, Saxo Instituttet (2019-2024),

Kgbenhavns Universitet, NN Center for Protein Research (2019-2024).

Formal |-

The aim of the research project Link-Lives is to extend the range of register-research, based on Danish data,
from decades to centuries. By combining historical research and data science methods, we reconstruct life-
courses and family relations of almost everyone who lived in Denmark from 1787 until the introduction of the
modern Danish civil registration system (CPR) in 1968. The project is funded by the Innovation Fund Denmark
and the Carlsberg Foundation and runs from 2019 to 2025.

Indhold |-

Link-Lives release 2 is the second data release the project launches during the course of the project. It
contains 64 million person registrations from three types of sources along with links and life courses created
from them. There are transcribed person registrations from: 1) Censuses (the years 1787, 1801, 1834, 1840,
1845, 1850, 1860, 1880, 1885, 1901) originally transcribed by volunteers coordinated by the National Archives
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2. Historical households: challenges of indentifying and analyze them

- Families were in fact captured in the original form
- How it has been transcribed
- How it has been interpreted
- How we can follow individuals in and out of them
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Historical households: challenges of indentifying and analyze them

Narregade 1, Odense,
Census 1880

1



@i?? resarkivet  HIStOrical households: challenges of indentifying and analyze them

_

' ' Sdilling | Pamilies A
Fockw, Sdsbos, | (Husfader, Husmoder, Bern, Slwgtninge,
oller Baghygning. ' Tjenestetyende, Logerende o. s v.),
Sesatmuat | i ® samt Titel, u,m Neringsve) eller af
eller Etage. brilket Erhverv de leve som Hovedperson eller som
v | Medhjmlper (Handelsbetjent, Svend eller Dreng o.s.v.)
- eller om de forserges af Pattigrmsenet.

Main house, side- I e D i

: Person number
house, middle- be

buidling.....
Position in the family
Nr. of families (House father, house mother, children, kin, servants,

lodgers) including title, official busines, occupation.....



< Historical households: challenges of indentifying and analyze them s

i Rigsarkivet

‘ 2
Hovec liste.
Opeegaciue jas Folketallet dea Lie Febronr 1980 § Ejeodonmen | orprg i Gl Strmde eller Toev § Rode i s
(e epleorm IWhn 4o Bescorr. brls Opbobd bes o sidiesidigt, s Thinplive 4 W lar e of Bleden Bebo, s iy one Bummricde. s Tilagiete B\
e | - I e
SR ] e e RV ERR 2O o Ot I T ’l!” -
-:::- l e Utebt Pigeba'). * e Lite e ) o Cllmadings L, Mrdigeipor (bt o, Brond sl Dvveg 0.1 | |
b f::}r Prakts (¥ [ I i et wm de Srvrge o Pasdgmesses. ‘ ll ;!

Hvdbres s | 3 | - |
Ao | £ rtvione Fohoikimmirre | Lo AT | B o Cavoo | ol Binins ,

l . <3 e ‘.‘49?.:» 1

27 | hidvn fistins Bosn o

t«e_.z..; Wyl PP
1 M.‘-M/Zm-:l ‘_"4’,’ g e N .‘:v-“/?v |
, ,’dwwﬂm”,g;‘f - Loovane | ton. Gtz =
VP K itlnsis Fivrcttnee | Fp | | - s |
& wSbinpr - T -
:2_&'.« —— ::;//5 - :
' > - |
ta i 10 e Vst St Wi o B | |
= e .
aM
| A,

PRI 11




Eli Harald Frederik Krarup # 1847
Svendberg Ame

Kore
Andrea Margrethe Krarup Fodt Meller # 1345
Kerteminde

Bart
Anna Kathrine Krarup #1577

Barr
Peder Constantz Emil Krarup + 1572
Cdense

Maren Christensen & 1552
Ulerup Sogn

Nielsine Rasmine Camilla Madsen # 1563
Svendberg

Ragrstranng

Foketaaling 1530
Odense, Odense Herred, Odanse Ame, Canmark

Regeenarng

Folkmtenling 1850
Odense, Odense Herred, Odense Amt, Danmark

ReRaererng

Folketaalling 1880
Ogense, Oden=a Harred, Odense Amt, Danmark

Regerrerng

Folketaalling 1880
QOgense, Oden=a Harred, Odense Amt, Danmark

Folketaelling 1850
Ogense, Odensa Harred, Odense Amt, Danmark

Regecrerng

Folketaalling 1850
Odense, Odense Herred, Odense Amt, Danmark
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3. Some thoughts on household formation/disolution based on our empirical individual
historical longitudinal data in Denmark

The edges:

- Northwestern marriage pattern

- Extended family over generations
- Non-kin related household

- Divorced household

What do we want to use houeholds for?

16
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Concluding remarks

- The continued construction of the concept "household”
- The long journey of construction of "households” from empirical data

- The new exciting opportunities that individual historical datasets
provide to contemopary demography issues
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Thank you for your attention

Wanna hear more about us?

+ Search live data on link-lives.dk

« Download our latest release at https://digidata.rigsarkivet.dk/aflevering/14001

+ Read about our exciting new Historical Person Register at https://www.rigsarkivet.dk/nyheder/historisk-personregister-udpeget-

som-ny-national-forskningsinfrastruktur-og-stoettes-med-naesten-16-mio/
* Drop me an e-mail at bre@rigsarkivet.dk
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